
Essential Questions 

An essential question guides your research. Essential questions promote deep and enduring 

understanding. Essential questions often suggest the need for a decision or a plan of action. If 

you organize your project around a well-constructed essential question, your project will be 

great. Here are some tips to keep in mind when developing an essential question. 

 

An essential question:  

1. provokes deep thought.  

2. solicits information-gathering and evaluation of data.  

3. results in an original answer.  

4. helps you conduct problem-related research. (and helps give your research a 

frame and focus) 

5. leads towards producing original ideas rather than predetermined answers.  

6. may have different answers  

7. encourages critical thinking not just memorization of facts.  

 

What is NOT an essential question: 

1. It is NOT a question that can be answered with a yes or no. 

2. It is NOT a question that can be answered in one sentence. 

 

How do I write an essential question?: 

1. Use the key words: how, what impact, what effect/affect, why, if, etc. 

2. Use words that make sense to you 

3. Remember that you might need to change your essential question when it doesn’t make 

sense. 



EXAMPLES 

- What is creativity and what is its importance for the individual / the culture?   

- To what extent do our schools serve the goals of a true education? 

- How are advances in science and technology affecting the way we define our 

humanity? 

- How is technology changing personal relationships and communication? 

- How does our work shape or influence our lives? 

- To what extent does pop culture reflect our society’s values? 

- How does the language we use reveal who we are? 

- What is art and its function in our lives? 

- What are the responsibilities and consequences of this new world order described as 

"global"?  

- What is the relationship of the individual to the community? 

- What is the impact of the gender roles that society creates and enforces? 

- How do the values of sports affect the way we see ourselves? 

- What is the nature of the relationship between the citizen and the state? 

- When does government have the right to restrict the freedoms of people?  

- What are the essential liberties?  

- What is the relationship between freedom and responsibility? 


